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4 Homeschooling with PIE

Formatting Educational Records: A Guide to Tailoring Course

Descriptions for Your Child's Learning Journey

As parents, it's crucial to recognize that homeschooling isn't just about meeting legal requirements; it's
about tailoring education to suit your child's unique needs and interests. Keeping records allows you to
track your child's progress, identify areas of strength and weakness, and adjust your homeschooling
approach accordingly.

By documenting your child's educational journey, you can better understand what methods and materials
work best for them. This insight enables you to provide a more personalized and effective learning
experience, ultimately helping your child reach their full potential.

Furthermore, record-keeping serves as a valuable tool for reflection and planning. You can look back on
past successes and challenges to inform future decisions about curriculum, teaching strategies, and
educational goals. This ongoing assessment and adaptation are to ensure that your child receives a high-
quality education that is tailored to their individual needs.

Ultimately, the goal of homeschooling is to foster a love of learning and help your child develop the skills
and knowledge they need to succeed in life. By prioritizing record-keeping as a means of optimizing the
homeschooling experience, you can better support your child's educational journey and set them up for
long-term success.

In this guide, we'll delve into the importance of the course description and whether you should maintain
these. First, let's examine the regulations established by the state of South Carolina concerning record-
keeping to determine what guidelines are provided regarding course descriptions.

From the State House Network:
LAW (d) educational records shall be maintained by the parent-teacher and include:

(1) a plan book, diary, or other record indicating subjects taught and activities in which the
student and parent-teacher engage;

(2) a portfolio of samples of the student's academic work; and

(3) a semiannual progress report including attendance records and individualized
documentation of the student's academic progress in each of the basic instructional areas
specified in item (c) above.
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PIE recommends that our readers personally review this information directly from the State House website
for themselves, link provided.

https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t59c065.php

While state laws do not specifically mention that course descriptions be maintained, course descriptions
can be used to meet the requirement of the law (1) a plan book, diary, or OTHER RECORD indicating
subjects taught and activities in which the student and parent-teacher engage.

Furthermore, when homeschooled students apply to colleges or universities, course descriptions provide
admissions officers with insight into the content and rigor of the coursework completed. However, not all
colleges require course descriptions as a part of their admission process.

Setting state requirements and college admissions aside, where state laws do not explicitly require course
descriptions, and colleges may not request them, parents can still use course descriptions to enhance their
child's educational experience in several ways. Here are some reasons why having solid course descriptions
is crucial for planning your homeschool curriculum:

1. Clarifying Learning Goals: Course descriptions allow parents and students to understand the
specific learning objectives and outcomes expected from each subject. This clarity helps in
setting realistic expectations and aligning educational activities with these goals.

2. Structuring the Curriculum: They provide a structured framework for the curriculum, outlining
the progression of topics or skills throughout the course. This ensures a logical flow of
information, making it easier for students to build on their knowledge as they move through the
curriculum.

3. Resource Allocation: Understanding the scope of each course helps in efficient resource
allocation, whether it’s time, educational materials, or external support (like tutors or online
resources). Parents can better plan their budgets and schedules when they know what each
course entails.

4. Assessment and Evaluation: Course descriptions that include assessment methods and criteria
give parents and students a clear understanding of how learning will be evaluated. This
transparency is crucial for adequately preparing for tests, projects, and other assessment forms.

5. Customization and Flexibility: With a clear course description, parents have the flexibility to
customize the curriculum to fit their child’s interests, learning pace, and needs. They can add
supplementary materials, adjust the depth of coverage for each topic, or even skip certain
sections that the student has already mastered.

6. Addressing Educational Standards: For parents concerned with meeting or exceeding state or
national educational standards, course descriptions can help ensure their homeschool
curriculum aligns with these requirements. They can compare their course outlines with
standard benchmarks to identify any gaps.

7. Facilitating External Recognition: Should homeschooled students seek to transition into
traditional schools or apply for college, detailed course descriptions can provide educational
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institutions with a clear understanding of the student’s academic background. This aids in the
credit transfer process and in evaluating the student’s preparedness for higher education.

8. Encouraging Student Autonomy: Older students, in particular, can benefit from having clear
course descriptions as they learn to take more responsibility for their education. Knowing what is
expected of them allows students to manage their time, set personal goals, and develop self-
directed learning skills.

9. Enhancing Parent-Teacher Collaboration: For families who work with homeschool co-ops or hire
tutors, course descriptions ensure everyone is on the same page regarding educational
objectives and expectations. This facilitates better collaboration and support for the student’s
learning journey.

10. Documenting the Learning Journey: Finally, course descriptions, alongside portfolios and
assessments, serve as official documentation of the student’s educational journey. This record is
invaluable for reflecting on progress, making future educational decisions, and meeting any legal
homeschooling requirements.

By carefully crafting and utilizing course descriptions, homeschooling parents can create a more organized,
effective, and enjoyable learning experience for their children.

When considering course descriptions, it's important to consider your approach to record-keeping. Certain
curriculum options provide built-in record-keeping solutions, while others do not. Therefore, you'll need
to weigh the option of utilizing a record-keeping service against creating your own system from the ground
up. This decision will significantly influence flexibility and your choice of curriculum.

RECORD-KEEPING SOLUTIONS: OUTSOURCED VS. PERSONALIZED

Simply put, "outsourced" means that another person or organization is handling the record-keeping
instead of you. Abeka Academy provides a clear illustration of this setup. Abeka offers curriculum options
for homeschooling families with two main choices. The first option is Abeka Academy (accredited
program), which includes record-keeping alongside the curriculum. On the other hand, their Independent
Study (unaccredited program) solution offers curriculum materials without the record-keeping aspect.

https://www.abeka.com/AbekaAcademy/Comparison.aspx

Keep in mind, homeschools are not required to use accredited programs. Here's a breakdown of the
advantages and disadvantages of each approach, as well as considerations for future opportunities:

Outsourced Record-Keeping Solution:
Advantages:

1. Stress-Free Solution: Outsourcing record-keeping can provide a hassle-free way to manage
homeschooling documentation, freeing up time and energy for other educational activities and
responsibilities.

2. Convenience: Programs like Abeka Academy offer comprehensive services, including managing
permanent records, grading exams, setting up college-prep courses, and providing essential
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documents like report cards, transcripts, and diplomas—all conveniently packaged in one place.
However, the transcript is not formatted according to South Carolina’s Uniform Grading Scale.

3. Expertise: These programs often have expertise in educational record-keeping and can offer
valuable guidance and support to homeschooling families, ensuring compliance with legal
requirements and best practices.

Families can choose to outsource their record-keeping for homeschooling, offering a stress-free solution.
However, these programs typically tailor their user-friendly features and templates to specific curricula.
For instance, Abeka Academy manages permanent records, grades exams for grades 9-12, sets up college-
prep courses, and provides free report cards, transcripts, and diplomas, with the option for graduates to
participate in their graduation ceremony.

Disadvantages:

1. Limited Flexibility: Outsourced record-keeping programs may tailor their features and templates
to specific curricula or locations (region), limiting flexibility for families who follow a different
educational approach or customize their curriculum extensively. For example, if you are
interested in following an eclectic approach, Abeka Academy would not accommodate you.

2. Cost: While outsourcing can save time and effort, it may come with a financial cost. Families
should consider the fees associated with these programs and whether the benefits justify the
expense. For example, reallocating your budget toward a program such as Microsoft’s Office 365
would provide the tools you would need to create and maintain your own record-keeping
system. Office 365 could also be used by students, which is an added benefit.

3. Dependence on External Provider: Relying on an external provider for record-keeping means
placing your educational data in the hands of a third party. Families should consider the
implications if this provider doesn't fully meet their family's needs. Take Abeka Academy, for
instance. It has a solid curriculum and accreditation, yet its policies may not align with others.

When considering how to manage your records, there are several important factors to keep in mind. Firstly,
some programs, like Abeka Academy, offer record-keeping solutions tailored specifically to their
curriculum. However, this may not be suitable for those who prefer an eclectic approach, mixing and
matching various curricula.

Secondly, while outsourcing record-keeping saves time, it often comes as an additional cost. Instead of
investing in a service, you could opt to manage records independently using software such as Microsoft
Office 365. This not only saves money but also allows students to develop valuable skills by utilizing Office
365 for their coursework.

Finally, depending on an external provider involves placing your educational data in their hands. You might
have to find alternative support if they do not meet your family's requirements or adhere to your local
policies, such as South Carolina's Uniform Grading Scale. In such circumstances, PIE’s transcript service
stands ready to assist those who require it.

Recommended Resource: Having worked closely with Abeka materials for several years, the office of PIE
confidently endorses their homeschooling curriculum.
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Custom-Made Record-Keeping System:
Using Microsoft Office 365 Personal Edition to maintain educational records can offer several advantages,
but there are also some potential drawbacks. Here's a breakdown of the advantages and disadvantages:

Advantages:
1. Accessibility: With Office 365, parents can access their educational records from any device with
an internet connection, providing convenience and flexibility.

2. Integration: Office 365 integrates various applications such as Word, Excel, and OneNote,
allowing parents to organize and manage different types of educational data efficiently.

3. Document Management: Parents can easily create, edit, and organize documents, spreadsheets,
and presentations to track their child's educational progress, achievements, and goals.

4. Collaboration: Office 365 allows for easy collaboration with teachers, tutors, or other family
members who may need access to educational records or contribute to their maintenance.

5. Security: Microsoft Office 365 offers robust security features to protect sensitive educational
information, including encryption, multi-factor authentication, and compliance certifications.

Disadvantages:
1. Cost: While Office 365 Personal Edition offers a subscription-based model, some parents may
find the recurring cost to be a disadvantage compared to other free or one-time payment
options.

2. Learning Curve: Parents who are not familiar with Office 365 may face a learning curve when
navigating its various applications and features, which could initially slow down the process of
maintaining educational records.

3. Dependency on Internet Connection: Accessing educational records stored in Office 365
requires an internet connection, so parents may face challenges if they encounter internet
disruptions or have limited access to the internet.

4. Privacy Concerns: Storing sensitive educational information on cloud-based platforms like Office
365 may raise privacy concerns for some parents, especially if they are unsure about the
platform's data handling practices and security measures.

5. Compatibility: While Office 365 is widely used, compatibility issues with certain devices or
software versions might affect the user experience for some parents.

Overall, using Microsoft Office 365 Personal Edition to maintain educational records offers numerous
benefits in terms of accessibility, integration, and collaboration. However, parents should also consider
costs, learning curves, privacy, and compatibility before deciding whether it's the right solution for their
needs.

In summary, choosing between a provider record-keeping program and a custom-made system involves
weighing the trade-offs between convenience, customization, cost, and control. While provider programs
offer ease of use and pre-built features, custom systems provide tailored solutions and greater autonomy
but require more time, resources, and technical expertise to develop and maintain. Ultimately, the best
choice depends on your specific homeschooling needs, preferences, and resources.
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INTRODUCING PIE’S SMART ADVANTAGE PLANNERS

Palmetto Independent Educators (PIE) is dedicated to offering high-quality record-keeping tools to its
members at no cost. Our range includes advanced master planners, basic master planners, monthly
planner binders, single-page planners, and various other record-keeping resources, all accessible through
our document library.

SMART Advantage Planners
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To ensure the best results with customization, PIE utilizes Microsoft Word and Excel for designing and
formatting documentation and record-keeping tools. Following this, Adobe Acrobat Pro is employed to
convert documents into a portable document format (PDF) and protected PDF forms for members' use.

PIE's S.M.A.R.T. Advantage Homeschool Planners are meticulously crafted to align with the principles of
smart goal setting: specific, measurable, attainable, relevant, and time-based. Designed for grades K-12,
these planners offer invaluable assistance to students and parent-teachers.

When utilized correctly, our record-keeping tools fully satisfy Law-D's requirement for a comprehensive
plan book, diary, or record indicating subjects taught and activities the student and parent-teacher engage
in.

While members are not obligated to use PIE's record-keeping tools, they are provided as a convenient

option. Alternatively, members can opt to download planners online or utilize their preferred resources to
create their own.

The benefits of using SMART Planners extend to both members and the PIE office alike:

e Access to free resources for members of PIE.
e Aptly formatted tools for producing print projects.
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e Enhanced leverage and time-saving capabilities.

o Reduced reliance on external administrators.

e Expanded opportunities for curriculum selection.

e Streamlined problem-solving assistance from the PIE office.
o A framework for identifying strengths and weaknesses.

e Structured systems for managing advanced presentations.
e Simplified assistance with course descriptions.

e Facilitation of optimal results through customization.

e Tutorial resources for insights into record-keeping.

We anticipate discovering even more benefits from utilizing these tools as we go forward.

We recommend signing up for a free Outlook or Google email account for members who require access
to their print projects on the go. These platforms offer a suite of tools for managing tasks, notes, contacts,
emails, calendars, and more, providing convenient accessibility wherever you are. Links to sign up for these
accounts are provided below:

Outlook: https://outlook.live.com/owa/

Google: https://about.google/intl/en/products/

With these accounts, members can seamlessly manage their educational endeavors, whether at home or
on the move.

COURSE DESCRIPTION 101

Making custom course descriptions is a chance to make learning special for your child. It means we can
create courses that really match what they're into, helping them learn better and enjoy it more. When we
write a course description, we can do it in different ways. One way is just listing what topics the course
covers. Another way is to go deeper and explain more about what the course is all about. Let's see how
this works with a course called "Creative Writing Exploration."

PIE’s SMART Advantage Course Description will be used for this tutorial (see template at the bottom).

Course Description (p.1) Grading System (p.2) Grading Scale (p.3)

o Omcres
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Using our course description template, we'll begin by laying out the important information. The student
information consists of name, grade level, date of birth, and graduation date. School information consists
of the family's chosen school name, parent name, phone number, and email address.

e COURSETITLE
e STUDENT INFORMATION
e SCHOOL INFORMATION

Screenshot: SMART Advantage Course Description

CREATIVE WRITING EXPLORATION

STUDENT INFORMATION SCHOOL INFORMATION
Student: Adam Bright School: PHANTASTIC ACADEMY
Grade Level: 10 Parent/Guardians: Sarah Radiant
Date of Birth: 07/22/2008 Phone: (803) 649-2415
Graduation Date: 2026 Email: SarahLumina@Bright.com

The course title, student name, and parent name are conveniently applied across the planner so that you
don’t have to keep entering the same content more than once.

The next section features a concise summary bar, adding professionalism with an informative touch, formatted as
follows:

e COURSE TITLE:

e DESIGNATION:

e CREDIT EARNED:
e FINAL GRADE:

e SCHOOL YEAR:

e COMPLETED:

Screenshot: SMART Advantage Planner

CREATIVE WRITING EXPLORATION ~ DESIGNATION: (CP) COLLEGE PREP ~ CREDIT: 1.0 ~ GRADE LEVEL: 10 ~ SCHOOL YEAR: 2023-2024 ~ COMPLETED: 05/29/2024 ~ FINAL GRADE: 97

The concise summary bar is conveniently applied across the pages of the planner for contextual purposes.
The bar can be edited from any of the course descriptions three pages. The summary bar will need to be
updated throughout the course.

The next section provides the bulk of the content using the following:

e DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE:
e COURSE OBJECTIVES:

e METHODS:

e READING AND TEXTS:

e PREREQUISITES:
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Screenshot: SMART Advantage Planner

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course aims to 1gnite my students imagination and hone their writing skills through engaging and interactive
activities. Students will explore various genres, from fiction to poetry, and develop their unique voice as writers.
Through writing prompts, peer feedback sessions, and creative projects, participants will learn to express
themselves effectively through the written word.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

1. Cultivate creativity and imagination.

2. Enhance writing skills, including grammar, punctuation, and vocabulary.

3. Explore different literary forms and styles.

4. Develop critical thinking and analytical skills through the analysis of literary works.
5. Build confidence in expressing ideas and emotions through writing.

METHODS:

1. Writing workshops: Interactive sessions where students receive guidance on various aspects of writing and
engage in hands-on exercises.

2. Peer feedback sessions: Opportunities for students to share their work with peers, receive constructive
criticism, and provide feedback to others.

3. Reading assignments: Exposure to a variety of literary works to inspire and inform students' writing.

4. Creative projects: Assignments that encourage students to apply writing skills in real-world contexts, such as
writing short stories or poetry collections.

READINGS AND TEXTS

1. "On Writing: A Memoir of the Craft" by Stephen King
2. "The Elements of Style" by William Strunk Jr. and E.B. White
3. Short stories and poems from diverse authors, selected based on the theme of each lesson.

PREREQUISITES:
None. This course is suitable for students of all skill levels and backgrounds.

The first page of the SMART Advantage Course Description Planner is formatted to provide the full course
description. Moving on to the second page, we've included a grading system for this course description
and a grading scale on page three. You can skip pages two and three if you don't need these.

Grading Systems for Individual Students vs. Groups of Students (co-op)

When collaborating with a co-op, it's essential to communicate your need for course descriptions for each
course your child participates in through their program. This request ensures that you have detailed
documentation outlining each course's content, objectives, and expectations. By obtaining these
descriptions, you can effectively track your child's educational progress and supplement their learning
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experiences at home. Additionally, having clear course descriptions facilitates communication between
you, the co-op instructors, and other educational stakeholders, fostering a collaborative approach to your
child's homeschooling journey.

Also, keep in mind that grading systems for an individual student versus a group involve different
considerations. For example:

For an individual student:

e Grades are based solely on their own performance, work, and achievements.

e Assessment can be more tailored to their abilities, progress, and specific goals.

e Feedback can be more personalized, focusing on individual strengths and areas for
improvement.

e Accountability rests solely on the individual's efforts and outcomes.

For a group (co-ops, homeschool collectives, educational alliances, etc.)

e Grades may be influenced by the collective work of the entire group.

e Collaboration and teamwork skills are often assessed alongside individual contributions.

e  Group dynamics and communication play a significant role in evaluation.

e Challenges may arise in accurately attributing credit or responsibility within the group.

e Peer evaluation or self-assessment may be incorporated to ensure fairness and transparency.

An individual grading system highlights personal achievements, whereas a group grading system evaluates
individual input and collaborative work. Recognizing this distinction is important because in the process of
seeking out and participating in groups settings your homeschool might include both approaches.

What are the benefits of creating and applying a grading system for an individual student?
In homeschooling, implementing a grading system for an individual student offers several benefits:

1. Personalized Learning: A grading system tailored to the individual student allows for
personalized assessment and feedback, catering to their unique learning style, pace, and
abilities.

2. Clear Expectations: It provides clarity on academic expectations and helps set specific goals for
the student to work towards, fostering a sense of direction and purpose in their studies.

3. Motivation and Accountability: Grades serve as a motivational tool, encouraging students to
stay engaged and strive for academic excellence. They also hold the student accountable for
their own progress and performance.

4. Progress Tracking: A grading system enables parents or homeschooling instructors to track the
student's academic progress over time, identifying areas of strength and areas needing
improvement.

5. Preparation for Further Education: A grading system in place familiarizes students with the
concept of grades and prepares them for transitioning to traditional educational settings or
pursuing higher education.
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6. Parental Guidance: It facilitates communication between parents and students regarding
academic expectations, areas for growth, and strategies for improvement, fostering a supportive
learning environment at home.

Overall, implementing a grading system for an individual student in homeschooling supports their
academic development, fosters motivation, and enhances the learning experience by providing
personalized feedback and clear benchmarks for success.

Can do-overs be incorporated into the program?

When working within a co-op setting, this may or may not be possible, depending on the policies and
procedures of the group.

As for the incorporation of do-overs into the program for an individual student:

1. Opportunity for Mastery: Allowing do-overs gives students the chance to master concepts and
skills they may have initially struggled with. This promotes a growth mindset, emphasizing the
importance of effort and persistence in the learning process.

2. Reduction of Stress: Knowing that they have the opportunity to improve their grades through
do-overs can alleviate some of the stress and anxiety that students may experience when facing
academic challenges. It encourages them to approach learning with a positive attitude and a
willingness to persevere.

3. Enhanced Learning: Do-overs provide additional practice and reinforcement, which can lead to
deeper understanding and retention of the material. Students who engage in repeated attempts
to master content are likely to develop greater mastery and confidence in their abilities.

4. Individualized Pace: Homeschooling allows for flexibility in pacing, and incorporating do-overs
aligns with this flexibility by allowing students to progress at their own pace. They can spend
more time on challenging concepts without feeling rushed or left behind.

So, the answer would be yes, you can incorporate do-overs into the individual student's program.
Incorporating do-overs into a homeschooling grading system can support student growth, learning, and
well-being by fostering a supportive and empowering academic environment.

ESTABLISHING A GRADING SYSTEM FOR THE INDIVIDUAL STUDENT
Let’s begin with a screenshot of the top portion of the second page.

Screenshot: SMART Advantage Planner

CREATIVE WRITING EXPLORATION

CREATIVE WRITING EXPLORATION ~ DESIGNATION: COLLEGE PREP ~ FINAL GRADE: 97 ~ GRADE LEVEL: 10 ~ SCHOOL YEAR: 2023-2024 ~ COMPLETED: 05/29/2024

GRADING SYSTEM

Homework 20 %
Mastery Tests 30 %
Quizzes 25 %
Participation 15 %
Organization 10 %
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Note that the course description and summary bar are included at the top of each page. This content is
populated when page one entries are made. Also note that Homework is assigned 20%, Mastery Tests
30%, Quizzes 25%, Participation 15%, and Organization 10%. These percentages are referred to here as
weightage setpoints.

Weightage Setpoints: By allocating percentages to the listed categories, you essentially prioritize certain
categories over others in assessing overall performance. For instance, assigning a 30% weightage setpoint
to Mastery Tests indicates a greater significance compared to participation 15% and organization 10%. To
ensure each category carries equal weight or importance in the course, an allocation of 20% to each
category is recommended. Homeschools are not required to use this method.

As far as calculating grades within this course description is concerned, the weightage setpoints are strictly
superficial. If you don’t want to use them, set them to 20% and forget about them. We’ll make them easy
to remove in future editions of the planners. Some parents prefer to use the grading system as a kind of
agreement between themselves as the parent-teacher and their child as the student, which is why this
section is included.

In the following section, we discuss Homework, Mastery Tests, Quizzes, Participation, and Organization in
greater detail, beginning with the fact that each of the text boxes provided in the course description form
holds approximately 100 words, so there is a limit to entries.

1. HOMEWORK ASSESSMENT

Creative writing exploration involves the completion of assigned writing tasks and reading reflections as
homework. When it comes to assessing homework, such as completing writing tasks and reading
reflections, parents can adopt an approach that works best for them and their children. This could involve
setting clear expectations for assignments, providing constructive feedback to encourage improvement,
and allowing flexibility in completing homework. By focusing on their child's individual needs and
strengths, parents can create a supportive learning environment where assessment becomes a valuable
tool for tracking progress and fostering academic growth.

e Criteria: Assessing homework is vital for tracking progress and understanding. Utilizing clear
criteria enhances this process. For instance, evaluating timeliness ensures accountability and
responsibility, with full points for on-time submissions. Completeness reflects comprehension,
awarding maximum points for fully completed assignments. Accuracy assesses knowledge
retention, rewarding correct answers while acknowledging partial understanding. Additionally,
effort signifies dedication, with higher points for thorough work. Combining these criteria yields
a comprehensive assessment showcasing student's grasp of the material. This method fosters
holistic learning and guides further instruction in a homeschooling environment.

e Frequency: The recommended frequency of assessing homework can vary depending on factors
such as the level of education, subject matter, teaching philosophy, and class dynamics.
However, homework assessment should be consistent throughout the grading period to provide
students with regular feedback on their progress and understanding of the material. It's often
recommended to assess homework on a regular basis, such as weekly or bi-weekly, to ensure
that students stay engaged with the material and receive timely feedback.
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When grading Homework for the individual student, keep in mind that incorporating do-overs into a
homeschooling grading system can support student growth, learning, and well-being by fostering a
supportive and empowering academic environment.

HOMEWORK

For our grading system, completing assigned writing tasks and reading reflections is crucial. We expect you to
diligently engage with these assignments, putting effort into both the quality and timely submission of your work.
We understand that everyone has their own learning pace, so we encourage you to ask for help when needed and to
communicate any challenges you may face. We'll provide constructive feedback to help you improve and grow as a
student and writer. Remember, the goal is not just to complete assignments, but to actively learn and develop your
skills. Together, we'll create a supportive environment where your academic progress thrives. Homework will be
graded on timeliness, completeness, accuracy, and effort using a 40 possible points conversion to percentage.

2. MASTERY TESTS AS ASSESSMENT

In creative writing exploration, mastery tests are assessments designed to evaluate the understanding of
writing concepts and techniques. These tests are simply tools to help parents evaluate how well their child
understands the material they've been learning. They can be tailored to fit the topics the homeschool
curriculum covers. Parents can decide when and how often to administer these tests based on their child's
learning pace and preferences. Whether through written exams, oral quizzes, or hands-on demonstrations,
the goal is to ensure that the child has truly mastered the concepts being taught. So, parents, feel
empowered to use mastery tests in a way that suits your homeschooling journey and supports your child's
learning needs.

Criteria: Mastery tests play a crucial role in assessing a student's understanding of key concepts.
For instance, a creative writing course could use a mastery test with 20 questions. Each question
holds 5 points, totaling 100 points. For example, if a student correctly answers 18 out of 20
guestions, they score 90 points, while answering 15 questions correctly scores 75 points. These
scores reflect individual comprehension levels, aiding in tailoring the curriculum to address areas
of weakness. Such assessments empower homeschool educators to provide personalized
learning experiences, ensuring comprehensive understanding and academic growth.

Frequency: The recommended frequency of mastery test evaluation can vary depending on
factors such as the subject matter, grade level, curriculum pacing, and educational philosophy.
Strive for a balanced approach that incorporates both formative and summative assessments.
Formative assessments, such as quizzes or shorter mastery checks, can be administered more
frequently (e.g., weekly or biweekly) to provide ongoing feedback and support student learning.
Summative assessments, like comprehensive mastery tests, can be administered less frequently
(e.g., at the end of units or grading periods) to measure overall mastery and understanding.

When grading Mastery Tests for the individual student, keep in mind that incorporating do-overs into a
homeschooling grading system can support student growth, learning, and well-being by fostering a
supportive and empowering academic environment.

MASTERY TESTS

As part of our journey, we'll be using mastery tests to assess your understanding of writing concepts and
techniques. These tests are simply tools to help us gauge how well you've grasped the material we've been covering.
We can tailor them to fit the specific topics we've studied in our curriculum. We can decide together when and how
often to administer these tests based on your learning pace and preferences. The goal 1s for you to truly master the
concepts we're learning. Remember, these tests are here to support your learning needs and help you succeed on
your homeschooling journey. There will be two tests, one at the end of each semester. The test consists of 20
questions covering various topics, each question is worth 5 points, with 100 points possible.
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3. QUIZZES AS SHORT ASSESSMENTS

Quizzes are short assessments designed to reinforce learning and gauge comprehension. Quizzes help
reinforce what your child has learned and to see how well they understand the material. As a parent-
teacher, you can use quizzes in a way that fits your child's learning style and pace. You might opt for written
quizzes, oral quizzes, or even fun, interactive quizzes using educational games or online platforms. The key
is to use quizzes as a tool to check your child's understanding and to tailor them to suit your child's needs,
making learning both effective and enjoyable.

e Criteria: Grading quizzes can be structured similarly to traditional classroom settings. For
instance, a quiz containing ten questions, each worth 10 points, can result in a total possible
score of 100 points. Converting correct answers to numerical values allows for fair assessment:
10 correct answers equate to 100%, nine correct answers to 90%, and so forth, down to 0
correct answers receiving 0%. For instance, if a student answers 8 out of 10 questions correctly,
they'd earn an 80% for that quiz. This system provides clarity and consistency in evaluating
understanding and progress, facilitating effective homeschooling assessment.

¢ Frequency: The recommended frequency of quizzes can vary depending on factors such as the
subject matter, the pace of the course, the grade level of the students, and the teaching style of
the instructor. However, quizzes can be used as a tool for regular assessment to gauge students'
understanding of material covered in class. Depending on the intensity and depth of the course
content, quizzes might be given weekly, bi-weekly, or every few weeks.

When grading Quizzes for the individual student, keep in mind that incorporating do-overs into a
homeschooling grading system can support student growth, learning, and well-being by fostering a
supportive and empowering academic environment.

QUIZZES

As part of our homeschool grading system, we'll be incorporating quizzes to help reinforce your learning and gauge
your understanding of the material. Quizzes are short assessments designed to check how well you've absorbed
what we've covered in your studies. As your parent-teacher, I'll be customizing quizzes to fit your learning style and
pace. Whether they're written, oral, or interactive quizzes using games or online tools, the goal remains the same:
to ensure you grasp the concepts effectively while enjoying the learning process. Remember, these quizzes are here
to support your learning journey, so don't hesitate to ask for help if needed. Quizzes will consist of 10 questions,
each worth 10 points, for a total possible score of 100 points.

4. PARTICIPATION ASSESSMENT

Active engagement in class discussions, workshops, and peer feedback sessions. For participation
assessment, this means encouraging active engagement in various ways that suit their child's learning
style. This could involve participating in class discussions by asking questions, sharing thoughts, and
listening attentively. Parents might also organize workshops or group activities where their children can
actively participate and contribute ideas. Additionally, setting up peer feedback sessions allows children
to learn from and support each other, fostering collaboration and communication skills. Ultimately, parents
can adapt participation assessments to fit their children's strengths and interests, ensuring they are
actively involved in their learning journey.

e (Criteria: Creating a participation assessment rubric ensures a systematic evaluation of key skills.
Students are rated on engagement, contribution, collaboration, and communication. A score of 4
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signifies active involvement, insightful contributions, effective teamwork, and clear
communication. A score of 1 reflects minimal engagement, superficial contributions, poor
collaboration, and ineffective communication. Each factor is rated on a scale of 1 to 4, with
scores totaled for a maximum of 16. These scores help gauge students' participation levels, guide
their progress, inform overall grading, and promote holistic development in a homeschooling
environment.

e Frequency: The recommended frequency for participation assessment can vary depending on
factors such as the course duration, the subject matter's nature, and the teaching methodology.
However, in general, it's beneficial to assess participation regularly throughout the term to
provide ongoing feedback and encouragement to students. Conduct participation assessments
on a weekly or biweekly basis. This allows for frequent monitoring of student engagement and
contribution without overwhelming the grading workload.

When grading Participation for the individual student, keep in mind that incorporating do-overs into a
homeschooling grading system can support student growth, learning, and well-being by fostering a
supportive and empowering academic environment.

PARTICIPATION

In our homeschool program, participation is a key aspect of your learning experience. We expect you to actively
engage in class discussions, workshops, and peer feedback sessions. This means finding ways to contribute that suit
your unique learning style. You can ask questions, share your thoughts, and listen attentively during discussions.
We may also organize workshops or group activities where you can actively participate and share your ideas. Peer
feedback sessions will provide opportunities for you to learn from others and support your classmates, helping you
develop collaboration and communication skills. Participation assessments to fit your strengths and interests,
ensuring you're actively involved in your learning journey. Each factor of engagement, contribution, collaboration,
and communication skills will be scored on a seale of 1-4 using 16 points possible conversion to percentage.

5. ORGANIZATION ASSESSMENT

Submission of assignments in a timely manner and maintenance of a writing portfolio is important. When
it comes to organization, parents can decide what works best for them and their children. This might mean
setting up a schedule for completing assignments that align with their family's routine or creating a system
for keeping track of deadlines that works for both parent and child. Additionally, maintaining a writing
portfolio can be a great way to track progress and showcase your child's growth over time. Parents can
choose how they want to organize this portfolio, whether through digital files, physical notebooks, or a
combination of both. The key is finding what works best for your family and staying consistent to ensure
assignments are submitted on time and the writing portfolio is kept up to date.

e Criteria: Assessing a student's organizational skills involves evaluating different aspects of their
study habits. Firstly, we consider note-taking, where clear, comprehensive notes earn high
scores. Next, we look at assignment completion, where meeting deadlines and maintaining
quality work is key. Then, we assess using planners or calendars to manage tasks and deadlines
effectively. Finally, we examine the overall tidiness of materials, emphasizing neatness and
organization. Combining these scores, we determine the overall organization score.

e Frequency: The recommended frequency for organization evaluation can vary depending on
factors such as the grade level of students, the nature of the course or subject, and the overall
teaching approach. However, a general guideline for the frequency of organization evaluation is
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usually on an as-needed basis, such as when students exhibit significant changes in their
organizational habits or when there are concerns about their academic performance.

When grading Organization for the individual student, keep in mind that incorporating do-overs into a
homeschooling grading system can support student growth, learning, and well-being by fostering a
supportive and empowering academic environment.

ORGANIZATION

We value organization as a crucial aspect of your learning journey. We trust you to manage your assignments
responsibly, ensuring they are completed and submitted on time. We encourage you to work with us to establish a
schedule that fits our routine while allowing you to excel in your studies. Additionally, we believe in the importance
of maintaining a writing portfolio to track your progress and showcase your growth as a writer. Whether you prefer
digital files, physical notebooks, or a combination of both, we're here to support you in finding the best method that
works for our family. Let's work together to stay organized and thrive academically! Each factor of maintenance of
notes, completion of assignments, use of planners and calendars, and overall tidiness of materials will be scored on
a 10 point scale using 40 points possible conversion to percentage.

When it comes to a grading system, it's impressive to see parents using various methods to calculate
grades. This shows they grasp the mechanics of grading and are adaptable to tailor things to their child's
needs. This matters because it ensures fair and beneficial grades for the child's education. Moreover, this
skillful approach demonstrates parents' commitment to offering a comprehensive educational journey,
earning them praise from homeschooling circles and others evaluating their efforts.

ESTABLISHING A GRADING SCALE FOR THE INDIVIDUAL STUDENT

As described in this Course Description 101 tutorial, page one of three of the SMART Advantage Course
Description Planner contains the complete course description, while page two offers an optional grading
system for the respective course. Page three sets up the grading scale. You can skip pages two and three
if you don't require this information. Otherwise, the following section provides details regarding the
grading system.

On page seven of this tutorial resource, we explained that PIE’'s SMART Advantage Course Description will
be used for this tutorial. Inserting that explanation here allows us to see that we are entering the third
page of the SMART Advantage Course Description with our discussion.

Course Description (p.1) Grading System (p.2) Grading Scale (p.3)

HONORS - ADVANCED BIOLOGY I SYLLABUS HONORS - ADVANCED BIOLOGY II SYLLABUS HONORS - ADVANCED BIOLOGY I SYLLABUS

Toes meermes

Roromes o Terms
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Let’s begin with a screenshot of the top portion of the third page.

Screenshot: SMART Advantage Planner

CREATIVE WRITING EXPLORATION

CREATIVE WRITING EXPLORATION ~ DESIGNATION: COLLEGE PREP ~ FINAL GRADE: 97 ~ GRADE LEVEL: 10 ~ SCHOOL YEAR: 2023-2024 ~ COMPLETED: 05/2%/2024

Note that the course description and summary bar are reflected at the top of the page. This content is
populated when page one entries are made. These fields can be edited from all three pages.

The next screenshot reflects a weighted grading scale based on South Carolina's Uniform Grading Policy
and an unweighted grading scale based on a 4.0 scale. The course's final grade is also listed here. Pay close
attention to the difference between the final grades listed in the summary bar in the last screenshot
(above) and the final grade in the next screenshot; it's important to note that the summary bar is edited
separately.

This means that if changes are made to the final grade, you will need to update the summary bar.

Screenshot: SMART Advantage Planner

GRADING SCALE
WEIGHTED GRADE SCALE (SC UGP)
Letter Grade Numerical College Prep Weighting Honors Extended Quality
Average Weighting Points
A 90-100 4.000 — 5.000 4.500 — 5.500 5.000 — 6.000
B 80-89 3.000 — 3.900 3.500 — 4.400 4.000 — 4.900
C 70-79 2.000 — 2.900 2.500 — 3.400 3.000 — 3.900
D 60-69 1.000 — 1.900 1.500 — 2.400 2.000 —2.900
UNWEIGHTED GRADE SCALE COURSE FINAL GRADE
Letter Grade Numerical Average 4.0 Scale Description Grades Earned
A 90-100 3.7-4.0 Homework 90
B 80-89 2.7-3.3 Mastery Tests 100
C 70-79 1.7-23 Quizzes 100
60-69 0.7-13 Participation 100
Course Key: (CP) College Prep, (H) Honors. (AP) Advance Placement, (DC) Dual Credit Organization 100
Final Grade 98

A quick recap reminds us that the weightage on page two of the SMART Advantage Course Description
reflects the importance of category, with Mastery Tests set at 30%.

GRADING SYSTEM

Homework 20 %
Mastery Tests 30 %
Quizzes 25 %
Participation 15 %
Organization 10 %
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There is a method for calculating grades using the weightage percentages entered on page two of the
SMART Advantage Course Description. To calculate the final grade using the given weightage for each
component, you would follow these steps:

Assign a numerical score to each component. For example, if a student's scores are as follows:

e Homework: 90

e Mastery Tests: 100
e Quizzes: 100

e Participation: 100
e QOrganization: 100

Multiply each score by its corresponding weightage percentage (converted to decimal form).

e Homework: 90x0.20=18

e Mastery Tests: 100x0.30=30
e Quizzes: 100x0.25=25

e Participation: 100x0.15=15
e QOrganization: 100x0.10=10

Adding up all the resulting scores:
18+30+25+15+10=98

This is the same thing as saying:
90+100+100+100+100=490
490+5=98

Which is how the calculations are processed here.

COURSE FINAL GRADE
Description Grades Earned

Homework 90
Mastery Tests 100
Quizzes 100
Participation 100
Organization ‘ 100
Final Grade 98

The last screenshots on the next page closes out the tutorial.
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In this section, a description of the weighted and unweighted grading scale can be entered.

SC Weighted Grading Scale (SC UGP) A=90-100, B=80-89, C=70-79, D=60-69

The weighted grade scale 1= formatted according to the Uniform Grading Policy, adopted by the South Carolina
Legizlature in 1999 for students entering 9th grade in the 2000-2001 =chool year. That policy, which applied to all
students who first enrolled 1n the ninth grade in the 2000 01 school year, was revized 1n 2016 to a ten-point scale.

Unweighted Grading Scale A=90-100, B=30-539, C=70-79, D=60-69

The unweighied grade scale i based on the standard four-point grading scale, A= 3.7 - 4.0 grade pomnts, B=2.7 -
3.3 grade points, C=1.7— 2.3 grade points, and D = 0.7 — 1.3 grade points. This scale applies when communicating
with schools and educational institutions that do not recognize South Carolinas Uniform Grading Policy.

Finally, we have the parent/teacher and child/student agreement with a section for signatures with dates.

PARENT/TEACHER — CHILD/STUDENT AGREEMENT

Child/Student: I have read, understand, and consent to the terms of this course syllabus, and I agree to execute this agreement
to the best of my ability by abiding all terms and conditions as stated.

Student Name:Adam Bright

Student Signature: Date:

Parent/Teacher: [, the parent/teacher of the above student, certify that the above course and grade are an accurate reflection of
the content and mastery of this student's work.

Parent Name: Sarah Radiant

Parent Signature: Date:

CONCLUSION

Custom course descriptions offer a flexible and tailored approach to education, allowing parents to design
learning experiences that cater to their child's unique strengths, interests, and goals. By following the
guidelines outlined in this article, you can create detailed outlines for educational courses that inspire
creativity, foster critical thinking, and empower your child to embark on a personalized learning journey.

The process for determining the numerical scores for the final grade for each weightage category is

discussed in a separate tutorial.

O
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STUDENT INFORMATION SCHOOL INFORMATION
Student: Adam Bright School: PHANTASTIC ACADEMY
Grade Level: 10 Parent/Guardians: Sarah Radiant
Date of Birth: 07/22/2008 Phone: (803) 649-2415
Graduation Date: 2026 Email: SarahLumina@Bright.com

CREATIVE WRITING EXPLORATION ~ DESIGNATION: (CP) COLLEGE PREP ~ CREDIT: 1.0 ~ GRADE LEVEL: 10 ~ SCHOOL YEAR: 2023-2024 ~ COMPLETED: 05/29/2024 ~ FINAL GRADE: 97

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course aims to ignite my child's imagination and hone their writing skills through engaging and interactive
activities. Students will explore various genres, from fiction to poetry, and develop their unique voice as writers.
Through writing prompts, peer feedback sessions, and creative projects, participants will learn to express
themselves effectively through the written word.

Course Contents pages have been attached to the back of this course description.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

1. Cultivate creativity and imagination.

2. Enhance writing skills, including grammar, punctuation, and vocabulary.

3. Explore different literary forms and styles.

4. Develop critical thinking and analytical skills through the analysis of literary works.
5. Build confidence in expressing ideas and emotions through writing.

METHODS:
1. Writing workshops: Interactive sessions where students receive guidance on various aspects of writing and

engage in hands-on exercises.

2. Peer feedback sessions: Opportunities for students to share their work with peers, receive constructive
criticism, and provide feedback to others.

3. Reading assignments: Exposure to a variety of literary works to inspire and inform students' writing.

4. Creative projects: Assignments that encourage students to apply writing skills in real-world contexts, such as
writing short stories or poetry collections.

READINGS AND TEXTS

1. "On Writing: A Memoir of the Craft" by Stephen King
2. "The Elements of Style" by William Strunk Jr. and E.B. White
3. Short stories and poems from diverse authors, selected based on the theme of each lesson.

PREREQUISITES:
None. This course is suitable for students of all skill levels and backgrounds.

© Click for Copyright Notice
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GRADING SYSTEM

Homework 20 %
Mastery Tests 30 %
Quizzes 25 %
Participation 15 %
Organization 10 %
HOMEWORK

For our grading system, completing assigned writing tasks and reading reflections is crucial. We expect you to
diligently engage with these assignments, putting effort into both the quality and timely submission of your work.
We understand that everyone has their own learning pace, so we encourage you to ask for help when needed and to
communicate any challenges you may face. We'll provide constructive feedback to help you improve and grow as a
student and writer. Remember, the goal is not just to complete assignments, but to actively learn and develop your
skills. Together, we'll create a supportive environment where your academic progress thrives.

MASTERY TESTS

As part of our homeschooling journey, we'll be using mastery tests to assess your understanding of writing concepts
and techniques. These tests are simply tools to help us gauge how well you've grasped the material we've been
covering. We can tailor them to fit the specific topics we've studied in our curriculum. You and I can decide together
when and how often to administer these tests based on your learning pace and preferences. Whether it's through
written exams, oral quizzes, or hands-on demonstrations, the goal is for you to truly master the concepts we're
learning. Remember, these tests are here to support your learning needs and help you succeed on your
homeschooling journey.

QUIZZES

As part of our homeschool grading system, we'll be incorporating quizzes to help reinforce your learning and gauge
your understanding of the material. Quizzes are short assessments designed to check how well you've absorbed
what we've covered in your studies. As your parent-teacher, I'll be customizing quizzes to fit your learning style and
pace. Whether they're written, oral, or interactive quizzes using games or online tools, the goal remains the same:
to ensure you grasp the concepts effectively while enjoying the learning process. Remember, these quizzes are here
to support your learning journey, so don't hesitate to ask for help if needed. Quizzes will consist of 10 questions,
each worth 10 points, for a total possible score of 100 points.

PARTICIPATION

In our homeschool program, participation is a key aspect of your learning experience. We expect you to actively
engage in class discussions, workshops, and peer feedback sessions. This means finding ways to contribute that suit
your unique learning style. You can ask questions, share your thoughts, and listen attentively during discussions.
We may also organize workshops or group activities where you can actively participate and share your ideas. Peer
feedback sessions will provide opportunities for you to learn from others and support your classmates, helping you
develop collaboration and communication skills. Participation assessments to fit your strengths and interests,
ensuring you're actively involved in your learning journey. Each factor of engagement, contribution, collaboration,
and communication skills will be scored on a scale of 1-4.

ORGANIZATION

In our homeschool, we value organization as a crucial aspect of your learning journey. We trust you to manage your
assignments responsibly, ensuring they are completed and submitted on time. We understand that each family is
unique, so we encourage you to work with us to establish a schedule that fits our routine while allowing you to
excel in your studies. Additionally, we believe in the importance of maintaining a writing portfolio to track your
progress and showcase your growth as a writer. Whether you prefer digital files, physical notebooks, or a
combination of both, we're here to support you in finding the best method that works for our family. Let's work
together to stay organized and thrive academically!

© Click for Copyright Notice
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GRADING SCALE
WEIGHTED GRADE SCALE (SC UGP)
Letter Grade Numerical College Prep Weighting Honors Extended Quality
Average Weighting Points
A 90-100 4.000 — 5.000 4.500 — 5.500 5.000 — 6.000
B 80-89 3.000 — 3.900 3.500 — 4.400 4.000 — 4.900
C 70-79 2.000 — 2.900 2.500 — 3.400 3.000 — 3.900
D 60-69 1.000 — 1.900 1.500 — 2.400 2.000 — 2.900
UNWEIGHTED GRADE SCALE COURSE FINAL GRADE
Letter Grade Numerical Average 4.0 Scale Description Grades Earned
A 90-100 3.7-4.0 Homework 90
B 80-89 2.7-3.3 Mastery Tests 100
C 70-79 1.7-2.3 Quizzes 100
D 60-69 0.7-1.3 Participation 100
Course Key: (CP) College Prep, (H) Honors, (AP) Advance Placement, (DC) Dual Credit Organization 100
Final Grade 98

SC Weighted Grading Scale (SC UGP) A=90-100, B=80-89, C=70-79, D=60-69

The weighted grade scale is formatted according to the Uniform Grading Policy, adopted by the South Carolina
Legislature in 1999 for students entering 9th grade in the 2000-2001 school year. That policy, which applied to all
students who first enrolled in the ninth grade in the 2000— 01 school year, was revised in 2016 to a ten-point scale.

Unweighted Grading Scale A=90-100, B=80-89, C=70-79, D=60-69

The unweighted grade scale is based on the standard four-point grading scale, A = 3.7 - 4.0 grade points, B=2.7 -
3.3 grade points, C = 1.7 — 2.3 grade points, and D = 0.7 — 1.3 grade points. This scale applies when communicating
with schools and educational institutions that do not recognize South Carolinas Uniform Grading Policy.

PARENT/TEACHER — CHILD/STUDENT AGREEMENT

Child/Student: I have read, understand, and consent to the terms of this course syllabus, and I agree to execute this agreement
to the best of my ability by abiding all terms and conditions as stated.

Student Name: Adam Bright

Student Signature: Date:

Parent/Teacher: I, the parent/teacher of the above student, certify that the above course and grade are an accurate reflection of
the content and mastery of this student's work.

Parent Name: Sarah Radiant

Parent Signature: Date:

© Click for Copyright Notice
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